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      It’s that time of year again! Stores, Malls, and Merchandisers are in a full-court press with pre-Christmas sales. The family calendars are getting booted up with holiday parties, concerts, and events. The delightful details of the season are already starting to add up to a pressure-cooker of hustle and bustle with plans and preparations for Christmas.
   Hold on… Let’s be intentional about this. Has the wondrous story of this wonderful season been lost even to the believers of the Savior born in Bethlehem? How can we recapture the lost wonder of God born in human flesh, wrapped “in swaddling clothes” in a manger? How can we reawaken the amazement of discovering God’s plan for a miraculous virgin birth? How can we rekindle our childlike awe and wonder for angelic announcements and shepherds’ songs?

   Hence the theme of this year’s Advent celebration in our church, “Recapture the Wonder of the Season!” It’s Advent. The word “advent” means “coming.” Advent is observed by hundreds of thousands of Christians throughout the world. In “liturgical settings, “Advent” is actually the beginning of the church year. The season of Advent, the four week period leading up to Christmas, is an annual preparation period for people to ready their hearts for a meaningful celebration of Christ’s first coming. It also points us toward Christ’s second coming as a way of renewing our anticipation of that great day.
   Whether it is through special Bible readings, Christmas carols, family traditions or candlelight services, let us all carefully and prayerfully prepare to recapture the wonder of Christ’s birth. Please join me in setting apart times, and guarding these times, this month for intentional spiritual wondering at all that God has done and continues to do. Let us be prompted to worship and praise the Savior born to us this day. Christ the Lord!
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In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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Lynda Davis will be in the chapel on Sundays, Dec. 9th & 16th to take your orders. They may be placed on the altar for Christmas to the Glory of God and in loving memory or in honor of a loved one.   $6.00 each.
Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Oct. 28

17

157

65
Nov. 4

15

148

68

Nov. 11

15

180

65
Nov. 18

18

164

63
Nov. 25

12

188

75
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Oct. 28

$4,120.11
$993.25

$74.20
Nov. 4

$4,910.50
$1,449.25
$83.00
Nov. 11

$2,546.62
$529.25

$105.00
Nov. 18

$4,917.36
$1,075.25
$83.40
Nov. 25

$3,322.00
$556.25

$67.00
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December Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

2nd
Frank Locke

3rd
Justine Fox & Melissa Greene

4th
Ray Brown, III

5th  
Rachel Larcombe
6th  
Amy Garrison & Fritz Harz

7th
Madison Morgan


8th
Jen Bucolo

9th  
Erin Schumacher & Heather Layton

10th 
Katelyn Dilks

11th
Alexis Richards & Tiffany Daniels

12th 
Marsha Lewis & Anthony Steuer

13th  
Glenn Robinson & James Garrison

14th  
Peg Walker

15th  
John Bucolo
16th  
Wyatt Schneider & Gust Theopulos

17th
Alice Nelson

20th  
Michele Fogg

21st  
Stacy Garrison & Stephen Locke

23rd
Shannon Peterson

24th  
Harry Platt, Jr. & Ed Bucholski

26th
Kevin Hill

27th  
Jennifer Turin

28th  
Mildred Woolman

29th  
Fred Davis & Ike Zane

30th  
Jennifer Lloyd & Jacklyn Wriggins

31st   
Linda Bramell

The Adult Fellowship will meet at the home of Ben and Harriet Laury for a Pizza Party, meeting and White Elephant gift exchange at 6:00pm on Monday, December 3rd.
The YCW Class will meet at 6:00pm on Tuesday, December 11th  at the home of Jean Bishop for a covered dish supper followed by a meeting and games.
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Boomer’s Annual Traveling Supper
Saturday, December 29th beginning at 5pm

If you are interested in hosting a course, 

please contact Pam Schumacher 453-8155.

Courses are:  Appetizers, Soup, Salad, Fruit Cup, Main Course, and Dessert.
Elmer UMC Drama Ministries

Is proud to present

Christmas Leaves Cricket County

   Elmer UMC Drama Ministries is proud to present Christmas Leaves Cricket County, a dramatic comedy, Saturday, December 1st and Sunday, December 2nd at 7:00pm.

   The Cricket County bunch is back!! Come laugh with us as the Tippinhimer family finally convinces their rich country cousins to move out of their cabin and into a big new mansion in the city. The country cousins are excited with all of their money and the things they can get. All but Fester that is.

   Have the country cousins sold out?  Have the city cousins finally gotten their way? Come find out.

   Admission is free and refreshments will be served. A free will offering will be taken. For more information, you may call the church office at 358-0135 or check our website:  www.elmerumc.org.
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Missions Report

    Hill Herald

Greetings from Slovakia,
   Life continues on, bringing with it the continuous need of change. Our lives once again have had to cope with change, mainly brought about by growing children. Summer is over, school has started, and that includes a new college student in the family, Melanie. Melanie is a student now at Bryan College in Tennessee. Her major is nursing. Although this will be the longest she has been away from us, it is neat to see the stepping stones God placed in her first few months this year; a week in the states and then four weeks in Budapest, Hungary.

   Amy has stepped up in many ways as she has entered her junior year of high school with a strong desire to learn. In fact she is adding Spanish to her list of language abilities. Amy helped at the Word of Life Camp in the Czech Republic for a few weeks this summer, after going on a trip with a friend and her family (who paid) for a few weeks. She very much enjoyed the trip, as well as the opportunity to serve at the camp.

   Stephen is also in the Spanish class at BERC this year. He is picking up some of the librarian work for BERC as well. Stephen spent most of his summer in the Czech Republic serving at the Word of Life Camp there. He built quite a favorable reputation of being a hard worker, who proved very responsible and helpful.

   Heather returned to Houghton College campus for her senior year. As is her style, she has loaded up her schedule including co-directing this year’s Shakespeare’s play which will take place just after Thanksgiving. She has traveled quite a bit this year, and it will seem odd to her to stay put in New York for the full school year. God is continuing to grow her into the capable young lady He designed her to be.

   Allison is now very busing caring not only for her hospice patients, but now also for her two college sisters. She has a very generous spirit in caring for them all and a strong desire to serve the Lord as He brings the opportunities.
   Roberta is more than busy with BERC. One of her biggest prayer requests is for someone to come and help with the teaching, so she can get to some of the administrative work which has to be set aside due to teaching classes. She has done and is doing a commendable job in leading BERC. Hopefully by the end of the current school year (next June) BERC will be able to separate from TWR. BERC is in need of some funding to help with various needs of staff and equipment.

   I have become much more involved in the work of our partners. In September, I went to Lithuania to help build a studio. In November, I will be in Belgrade, Serbia for a week of meetings. The Lord has provided for some of the Polish Prisoner ministry I wrote of in July, but please pray with me that more funds would come in for this ministry to continue.

   Thank you for being a vital part of our lives and ministry. We truly are grateful for your continued support, both financially and prayerfully. We see results both near and far, Bratislava and throughout Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and North Africa as God uses your part in our being here. May you have a great time of Thanksgiving and enjoy the Christmas holidays.

Serving our Lord with you,

Jim Hill (for all the Hills)

PS. The girls would each greatly appreciate not just your prayers, but a letter as well.

Melanie Hill


Allison Hill

Bryan College, Box 7353

399A Wheat Road

721 Bryan Drive


Vineland, NJ 08360

Dayton, TN 37321-6275

Heather Hill
Houghton College

One Willard Drive

Houghton, NY 14744

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair

  “The Christmas Offering”
Celebrating the Greatest Gift of All

       Please join us on Sunday, December 16th at 4:00pm as all of our choirs – Senior, Junior, Cherub, Junior Chimes, and Junior Choir, present our Christmas Cantata, “The Christmas Offering,” by Luke Gambill, Sue C. Smith, and BJ Davis.  
   As we read through the timeless Christmas story we find several moments of precious offerings:  Christ offered Himself, the Innkeeper offered a humble cattle stall, the Wisemen offered their costly gifts, the Shepherds offered their solemn praise, the Angels offered their majestic worship, and Mary offered her very own life. Today, because of the amazing gift Christ gave, each one of us has something special to offer – both to Christ and to others.

   This cantata is a reminder and celebration of the most treasured Christmas offering of all – Jesus Christ. Because of His amazing love, we can celebrate The Christmas Offering.

“A Child who would bring the whole world to its knees;

A Child who became the King of all kings;

This little Child is the Christmas Offering.”

     A Covered Dish Supper in the Fellowship Hall will follow the service. We would love to have you join us.
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HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:  

PITUITARY GLAND TUMORS

   The pituitary gland is a pea-sized organ at the base of the brain behind the nose.  It is called the “master” gland because it secretes hormones that regulate the functions of the other endocrine glands. It can be compared to a household thermostat that constantly 

measures the temperature in the house and sends signals to the heater to turn it on or off to maintain a steady temperature.  The pituitary gland constantly monitors bodily functions and sends signals to organs and glands to control their function.  It is responsible

for growth and development, the function of the kidneys, reproduction and lactation.  It releases hormones that regulate carbohydrate/protein metabolism and water/sodium balance.

   One in seven people have pituitary gland tumors, but only 5% have symptoms.  These tumors are discovered when they produce symptoms by
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compressing the brain or cranial nerve structures.  Because of its location within the skull, the most common circumstance involves compression of the optic nerves, leading to a gradual loss of vision.

This usually begins with deterioration of peripheral vision on both sides.  Some of the symptoms include:  vision problems, headaches, nausea or vomiting, impaired sense of smell, depression, fatigue,

infertility, growth problems, osteoporosis, unexplained weight gain or loss, easy bruising, aching joints, carpel tunnel syndrome, muscle weakness, spontaneous breast milk flow not associated with

childbirth, and early menopause.

   Pituitary tumors are usually slow growing and are usually not cancerous. Diagnosis can be made by vision testing, hormone testing of blood and urine, and an MRI.

   Treatment includes surgical removal of the tumor, radiation therapy with high-dose x-rays/proton beams to kill the tumor cells, and medication to shrink or eradicate the tumor.

   The Endocrine system is incredibly complex.  We are fearfully and wonderfully made.

“Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?”

Bonnie Kanady, RN

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Monday, December 24, 2007
7:30 and 11pm

First Night for Jesus
     & Watchnight Service

Monday, December 31, 2007
More details to come!
Youth Schedule

Middlers
Annual Shopping Trip to Philadelphia
Saturday, December 8th  9am - 2pm
Meet at the church, come see the Christmas decorations, shop for the homeless and be treated to lunch by your leaders.
6:30pm Wednesday, Dec. 12

Wednesday Nite Owwt celebrates Jesus Birthday with a PARTY!!

Junior/Senior High

1-5pm Sunday, Dec. 9th
Lunch and Christmas Shopping for the homeless and back to the church to wrap the gifts. Invite your friends to join us!!

9am Wednesday, Dec. 12th
Pickup and Delivery of the Christmas presents for the homeless kids. This is an incredibly meaningful thing to do as a part of the celebration of Christ’s birthday!!

All Youth
Annual Christmas Caroling

6:30pm Wednesday, Dec. 19th
A hayride around town - so bundle up!! Don’t forget to invite a friend!
Our Sunday School Celebrates Jesus’ Birthday with a party on Sunday, Dec. 23rd during the Sunday School hour. Join us for cake & refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.


Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions, please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com[image: image5.emf]
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